


Parachutist earns Medal 
A me�ber of the Kentucky National 

Guard parachute team recently received 
the Kentucky Medal for Valor, the state's 
highest military honor, for saving the life 
of a student parachutist in 1977. 

SPS Wayne Owens, who has been 
jumping since 1969, was serving as jump 

Programs 
co ntinue 

expand, 
progress 

Two of the Kentucky Guard's recruiting 
and retention incentive programs are 
progressing well following recent expan
sions. 

According to state Department of 
Transportation officials, sales of Kentucky 
National Guard license plates went well 
during the year. Mr. A. A. Flatt, of the 
Bureau of Vehicle Regulation, also noted 
that the new Guard plates are now avail
able. All such plates expire at the end of 
the calendar year. 

He noted that the plates will be new, 
and that they are more attractive than }ast 
year's product. 

Unit orderly rooms have the forms that 
must be presented to the County Clerk 
when new plates are purchased. 

Applications are now being accepted for 
spring semester activities, and all appli
cations should be received in Frank
fort by March 15. Application forms are 
available through unit orderly rooms. 

Governor 
Cross to 

appoin ts 
Air post 

Fred W. Cross has been appointed 

Assistant Adjutant General for Air of the 

Kentucky National Guard by Gov. Julian 

M. Carroll. The appointment carries

with it the rank of brigadier general.

General Cross, who works full-time as 

Contract Officer for the Naval Ordnance 

Station in Louisville, was recommended to 

Gov. Carroll for appointment by Maj. Gen. 

Billy G. Wellman, the Adjutant General. 

General Cross was formerly Deputy 

Commander for Logistics of the 123d 

Tactical Reconnaissance Wing. 
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master with the Central Kentucky Sport 
Parachute Club near Richmond. He had 
three student parachutists with him, and 
they had planned to jump at about 3,000 
feet. 

When the first student stepped out of 
the plane, he slipped and his chute hit the 
plane step and the canopy opened part
ially. Both the parachute and the lines 
caught on the step and wheel of the plane, 
and began to drag the plane downward. By 
the time the plane had dropped to 1,200 
feet, Specialist Owens had climbed out of 
the plane and wrapped his legs around the 
lines of the student's parachute. He was 
able to wrap his legs around the lines 
of the chute and use his head and shoulders 
to clear the lines from the wheel. 

At 800 feet, both men were able to get 
free from the plane, and the pilot began to 
regain altitude. Both men landed safely. 

The quick actions by specialist Owens 
not only saved the student, but probably 
also prevented the aircraft from crashing. 

Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the Adju
tant General, made the award presentation 
following a jump demonstration in Frank
fort. 

Aviators provkle 
medical tra nspo rt 
for South Shores 

Kentucky Army Guard aviators provid

ed emergency medical transportation for 

residents of Greenup and Lewis Counties 

for more than a month, beginning Aug. 

31. 

Two UH-1 helicopters were dispatched 

with crews to South Shores, in Greenup 

County, to provide emergency medical 

transportation until alternative transpor

tation could be made available. The need 

resulted from the closing of a bridge link

ing the Kentucky community with Ports

mouth, Ohio, where most residents have 

received medical care. 

The bridge is scheduled to be closed for 

major repair for about two years. 

During the month-long state active 

duty, the Kentucky crews flew nearly 
40 emergency missions, carrying heart 

attack victims, women in labor, and 

others in need of emergency treatment. 

One of the most dramatic missions in
volved a child who had swallowed a 

poisonous substance. 

According to Capt. Steve Moreland, 

who headed the mission through most 

of the period, the residents of the area 

were most appreciative of the Guards

men and their efforts. He said that the 

residents treated them as members of the 

community throughout their stay. 

Spec. 4 Don Conomer, right, and Spec. 

4 David Logsdon, both of the 223d MP 

Co., man a communications point during 

the Three-Day World Championship event 

in Lexington. Kentucky Guardsmen pro

vided security and medical support during 

the equestrian event. 

Kentuckians join 
Prince Philip, 
top equestrians 

His Royal Highness Prince Philip was 

there. The world's top equestrians were 

there. And the Kentucky Army National 

Guard was there. 

The event? The 1978 World Three-Day 

Championships. The activity, which is the 

pinnacle of competition for the world's 

best riders, occurs only once every four 

years. It was held in the United States 

for the first time at Lexington, Kentucky, 

in September. 

Kentucky Governor Julian Carroll called 

members of the Kentucky Army National 

Guard to state active duty to provide a 

variety of services during the event. 

Some of the Guardsmen provided 

security at the track, while members of 

the 475th Combat Support Hospital and 

the 441st Medical Detachment provided 

medical support. 

Members of the hospital unit provided 

first aid and emergency care for many 

visitors and riders throughout the event. 

Patients arrived with problems ranging 

from heat exhaustion to serious injury 

to heart attack. Several were taken by 

Guard helicopter to nearby hospitals 

for emergency treatment. 

Members of equestrian teams from 

around the world participated in the 

event, and Prince Philip was there in his 

capacity as president of the sponsoring 

organization. 

Governor Carroll and other dignitaries 

had high praise for the Kentucky Guard's 

performance, saying that their participa

tion contributed to the orderly conduct of 

the event, even though more than 100,000 

people attended on the main day of the 

competition. 
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Frankfort Guardsmen help a local resident move from his home as the Kentucky River 

rises in early December. More than 500 Guardsmen aided in the evacuation process 

across the state, while 125 remained on duty for several days, performing a variety of 

missions. 

Guard... at a glanee 
Air Guard Building 

The Air Guard's new operations build

ing at Standiford Field was recently dedi

cated. The building houses the wing 

command post, base operations, the 165th 

Weather Flight, and the 165th TRS. Maj. 

Bonuses 
(continued from page 1) 

coupled with a reorganization of several 
units, raised the strength to 86 per cent. 
On two occasions, Kentucky's recruiting 
figure was the highest in the country. 

Units participating in the program are 
located in Ashland, Barbourville, Camp
bellsville, Carlisle, Cynthiana, Frankfort 
(1155th Transportation Company), Glas
gow, Harlan, Harrodsburg, and Henderson. 

Additional units are in Hickman, 
Hopkinsville, Livermore, London, Louis
ville (Headquarters, 198th Military Police 
Battalion and 306th Maintenance Com
pany), Madisonville, Marion, Middlesboro, 
Monticello, Murray, Olive Hill, and Owens
boro. 

Others include Paducah, Prestonsburg, 
Ravenna, Richmond, Russellville, Somer
set, Springfield, Tompkinsville, and 
Williamsburg . 

The 2123rd Transportation Company, 
in Bowling Green, has only the enlistment 
bonus available . 

Unit recruiters and career counselors 
have details available. 

Gen. Billy G. Wellman was assisted in the 

dedication by Col. Carl Black, Airman 

Walter Brewer, and other dignitaries. 

NCO Promotions 

Effective Jan. 1, 1980, there will be no 

promotions to E-6 or above unless the 

individual has completed an accredited 

basic NCO program. A change to Kentucky 

National Guard regulations will outline 

several means of reaching this goal. The 

state NCO Academy will, of course, be 

a primary means. 

Engineer Elected 

Lt. Col. William Seiber, the Air Guard's 

base civil engineer, has been elected presi

dent of the Air National Guard's Civil 

Engineering Association. This is a national 

professional organization. 

Infantry Course 

An Infantry Officer Candidate Course-

Reserve Component--has been set for Fort 

Benning, Ga. From March 7 through May 

14. Individuals who feel they may be

qualified to apply should do so through

their units. All applications should be

submitted to the state training office by

Jan. 10.

Kentucky Instructor 

Maj. Presley Kendall, one of the Ken

tucky Guard's top marksmen, has recently 

returned from a month in Ireland, where 

he instructed the Irish Olympic Rifle 

Team. While there, he was featured in two 

Dublin newspapers, and he married the 

woman's rifle champion of England. He 

also served as a lecturer for the Irish 

Army General Staff and students at Trinity 

College. 

A ssociation moves 
meet to Lex ington 

The annual conference of the National 

Guard Association of Kentucky will be 

conducted outside of Louisville for the 

first time in more than 10 years in March. 

The 48th annual conference is set for 

March 2-4. The meeting is set for the 

Hyatt Regency Hotel in Lexington. 

The conference will also feature another 

"first," as the Army and Air officers con

duct separate business sessions. Each 

branch will hear from their respective 

representatives from the National Guard 

Bureau. These sessions are set for the 

conclusion of the morning business meet

ing. 

Lt. Col. Maurice D. Farmer, the current 

Association President, will preside at the 

business session. 

All resolutions to be considered by the 

conference are now being received by Col. 

Ray Wallace. He can be contacted at 

Headquarters, XXIII Corps Artillery, P. 0. 

Box 21275, Louisville, Kentucky 40221. 

Lt. Col. Jack Crowner is now taking 

nominations for the elected officer posi

tions. He can be reached through the 

National Guard Association of Kentucky, 

Boone Center, Frankfort, Kentucky 

40601. 

Further details about the conference 

will be forthcoming in mailings from the 

Association office. All officers should 

make plans to attend the conference. 

VA wi l l  help vets 
relocate fr iends 

If you had a friend on active duty 

that you'd like to relocate, the Veterans 

Administration is willing to help by for

warding a letter you write to that veteran. 

To locate an ex-service member, send 

a packet to your regional VA office con

taining the letter to the veteran in an 

unsealed stamped envelope with the vet's 

name and no return address on it. 

Attach a cover letter to the VA giving 

the vet's full name, date of birth, service 

serial number and/or social security num

ber, last known address, last known 

military address, rank, and service dates. 

Most important are full name and birthday, 

because with this information many vets 

can be located. The more information you 

can give the VA, the better the chances 
of locating the person. 

If the veteran can be located, your 

letter will be forwarded. Then it's up to the 

vet to contact you. 

The letter must be in the unsealed 

envelope so it can be screened by VA 

officials. No letters will be forwarded for 

the purpose of bill collection, harassment, 

or canvassing of the veteran. The letter 

is forwarded for you because the law 

prohibits giving out the veteran's address. 

Letters may be sent to Regional Office, 

Veterans Administration, 600 Federal 

Road, Louisville, KY. 






